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Dr. Fleming on Aconitum Nayellus. 465 or are the result of indirect debility produced by over-excitement, and demand the opposite treatment.
When aconite is given to an animal it produces at first weakness of the limbs, and staggering and slightly quickened or else laborious breathing. The muscular paralysis increases, and there is loss of general sensibility; the animal lies down on his side with his limbs relaxed; he becomes blind; the breathing is slower and more imperfect, and, after a few spasmodic twitches, " death from asphyxia ensues." On examination immediately after death the heart is found beating strongly for some time, and the peristaltic action of the intestines continues. The voluntary muscles are less easily excited to contraction by mechanical irritation. The right side of the heart and the venous system are gorged with blood. The aconite produces no increased vascularity of the part to which it is applied. It acts most rapidly when introduced directly into the circulation; it produces no effect when applied to the skin ; and acts with less energy when taken into the stomach than when introduced into a serous cavity or into the cellular tissue.
It acts in vegetables by depressing their vital powers. "A healthy plant, whose root is introduced into water impregnated with it, speedily begins to fade; its leaflets lose their freshness, hang over the edge of the glass, and soon shrivel and die."
When a small piece of the root is chewed, the flow of saliva is increased, and heat, tingling, followed by numbness of the hps and tongue, and a less free motion of the lips.
" Its topical application is, as far as I have seen, unaccompanied either by pain, redness, or swelling, even when the physiological effects are developed to the fullest extent." When the ointment is applied to the conjunctiva, contraction of the pupil takes place and continues many hours: when applied to the temple or forehead, the pupil became, in two cases, dilated, attended with partial blindness. Since the above notice was written, we have been much concerned to find that a gifted and estimable member of our own profession has died, as it would appear from taking aconite on the authority of this writer. Dr. Male of Birmingham, set. 65, had complained of pains in the back and loins for two months ; and not experiencing relief from ordinary means, he took tincture of aconite for four days, beginning with five-drop doses either twice or three times a day, and increasing the dose to six, eight, and ten drops, so that on the evening of the fourth day he had taken a dose of ten drops. On the morning of the fifth day he was seen by Mr. Russel. His extremities were cold, surface cold and clammy, pulse 130, feeble, cramps and pains in the legs, and spasmodic pains in the stomach; he expressed his conviction that he should die, and that the medicine was too powerful for him, but he also expressed his most earnest desire that he might recover, as his life was of the utmost importance to his children at this time.
He gradually sank, and died on the morning of the seventh day without paralysis, and perfectly composed. The 
